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By CARLA VANDERTIE 


The bell tolled for the last time in the 
steeple of St. Michael’s church last 
Thursday. It was not marking the 
beginning of a morning mass nor was it 
proclaiming the nation’s 200th birthday 
as.did the bells on July 4. Rather, the bell 
was saying its farewell to the people of 
„Misere and saluting the hundreds who 
“shave listened to it toll for so many years. 

Piles of boards, broken plaster and 
‘square nails are all that remain of the 
aged building that has had nearly 100 
years of happiness, tragedy, hope and 
fear pass under its roof. St. Michael’s of 
Misere is no longer. After any 
salvageable materials were removed 
large cranes gnawed and chewed at the 
building until its walls caved and the 
church formed a heap of rubble. 

And as the walls tumbled to the ground 
a great deal of local history was lost. The 
church was built in 1878 after the 
Peshtigo Fire destroyed the original 
church which the early settlers had used. 
„The cornerstone found among the rubble 
verified the year the construction took 
place. 

- The land for the building was pur- 
.chased from Adrian Francois for $1.00; 
the labor was completely donated by 
local citizens. St. Michael’s served the 
parish with a resident pastor for about 20 


years until the rectory was destroyed by 
fire. 

Efforts to rebuild it were fruitless. At 
the time the country was suffering from a 
depression when farm prices were ex- 
tremely low. Due to the lack of money it 
was impossible to build a ‘new rectory. 
Hearing the misfortunes of the Misere 
people the bishop decided that St. 
Michael’s would be a mission church of 
St. Hubert’s in Rosiere, another church 
about 2% miles away. It remained so 
until its closing in 1971. 

May 23 of this year an auction took 
place on the church grounds which 
brought people from areas far and near. 
Almost the entire contents of the church 
were sold including brass candelsticks, 
stained-glass windows, incense burners, 
altars and the antique pump organ. The 
entire stock of pews was sold at an 
average of $45 each. The bell, bought for 
about $200, will be placed in a church in 
Shawano. 

The money raised at the auction, plus 
any donations that may be received, will 
be used to build a chapel on the site 
where the church stdod. Several statues 
which graced the old church will be 
housed in the new chapel, as wil! 
candlesticks, an altar and various other 
items retaining sentimental value. Plans 
for the chapel are already under way. It 
is also hoped that with a chapel on the 
grounds provisions will be made for the 


Church's demise brings regrets 


By GRACE LE MENSE 


The antique dealers were delighted to 
buy (and sell) the antique furnishings, 
Stained glass windows, statues, etc., at 
the auction at St. Michael’s Catholic 
church at Misere Sunday, May 23. But it 
is sad that the historic building (and 
contents) could not have been preserved. 
I realize that due to financial cir- 
cumstances it was impossible to let it 
stand in peace. But why not? 

In Belgium I visited an 800 year old 
edifice which was most well preserved 
and perhaps with the aid of interested 
historians St. Michael’s could have been 
preserved. When I suggested its 
nomination to the National Register of 
Historic places I was told that it did not 
“qualify” for architectural or historical 
importance. But in the minds of many 


Belgians in this area St. Michael's has 
both! 

Although the beautiful old church is 
already partly taken down it is sad that 
not one church in Door county is recorded 
in The National Register of Historic 
Places in Wisconsin. The quaint old 
church pews, deacon's benches, with 
initials Carved and the handmade altar a 
parishioner had toiled to build for his 
church will no longer be. 

The State Historic Preservation Of- 
ficer bluntly stated ‘‘St. Michael's 
Church will be entered in the State 
Inventory as one of Wisconsin's 
historical and cultural resources that are 
worthy of recording for posterity”. 

The historic structure will be missed 
now that it is gone, as most things are 
never thought of or missed much until 
they have disappeared from sight 
forever. 


maintenance of the cemetery. . 
Unfortunately only a few old-timers 
are left to tell their stories of early days 
in the church. Many of the descendants of 
the original parishioners have died or 
moved to other areas but those who 
remain will always reserve a place in 
their hearts for the little brick church 
that served as their link with God. 
Often times cold temperatures almost 
made Sunday mornings unbearable. The 
sole source of heat were two oil stoves 
which could hardly heat the entire 
building in the dead of winter. And 
sometimes a sparrow would make its 
way through a wee hole in one of the 
windows to hear the Word of the Lord. 
And yet, despite such distractions, no 
church will ever replace the one which 
has generated so many fond memories. 


Antique organ sold 


